
 

Biblical Principals of Estate Planning 

…‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little;  

I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’  Matthew 25:23 

 

Definition of Christian Estate Planning: 

Wisely managing and controlling your property for you and your loved ones while you are alive and 

competent. Providing for your care and the care of your loved ones in the event of a physical or mental 

disability. On your death, giving what you have to whom you want, the way you want, when you want, 

all at the least possible overall cost in taxes, court costs, attorney’s fees and administrative expenses, 

keeping Biblical principles in mind throughout. 

As believers and with the Word of God as our guide, we are given His wisdom as shown in the few 

examples included here: 

Matthew 5:42 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: 

If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept 

watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of 

Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 

1 Timothy 5:8 

“But if any provide not for his own, and specifically for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, 

and is worse than an infidel.” 

A good estate plan allows you to care for loved ones as if you were still there: 

• With your resources 

• With your love 

• With your wisdom 

Hebrews 9:16, 17 

“In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, because a will is in force 

only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living.” 

Proverbs 11:14 

“Where no counsel is, the people fall:  but in the multitude of counselors there is safety.” 

Proverbs 15:22 

“Without counsel purposes are disappointed:  but in the multitude of counselors they are established.” 

(over, please) 

 



Practical Estate Planning Wisdom 

 

The Christian’s Estate Plan 

1. Recognizes God as owner of ALL property. 

2. Distributes that property on death to those who will continue to use it to promote the Christian 

lifestyle. 

3. Ensures that your minor children are raised and encouraged in their Christian faith. 

4. Your final act of stewardship. 

Setting the Priorities of your Estate Plan 

1. What is God’s plan of stewardship for my estate? 

2. People are more important than dollars. 

3. Minimize the shrinkage and delay of transferring property. 

People Are More Important Than Dollars 

1. Guardians for Minor Children 

2. Personal Representative 

3. Mental disability determination 

4. Disability “Helpers” 

5. Trustees 

 

Believers should seek Christian counsel in making end of life and during life decisions. The Biblical 

platform and Christian worldview is a reflection on which to make all of life’s decisions. A God-honoring 

estate plan reflects Biblical standards and is reflective of your spiritual beliefs. 

 

Other helpful legacy planning resources: 

Related topical reads by Moody Publishers (https://www.moodypublishers.com/)  

• Splitting Heirs, by Ron Blue 

• Wise Women Managing Money, by Miriam Neff & Valerie Neff Hogan, JD 

• Jesus’ Terrible Financial Advice, by John Thornton 

• An Uncommon Guide to Retirement, by Jeff Haanen 

 

Contact your local Moody Stewardship Representative for more information: 

North/Central Florida:  Bob Eckart, (352) 246-8265, bob.eckart@moody.edu  

South Florida:   Steve Kile, (941) 204-6481, steve.kile@moody.edu  

Please also visit www.moodylegacy.org for more legacy resources and information. 

Moody Bible Institute, 820 N. LaSalle Blvd., Chicago, IL 60610 
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